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The second covenant in this year's Lenten readings is the one made with 
Abraham and Sarah: God's promise to make them the ancestors of many, with 
whom God will remain in everlasting covenant. Paul says this promise comes 
to all who share Abraham's faith in the God who brings life into being where 
there was no life. We receive this baptismal promise of resurrection life in 
faith. Sarah and Abraham receive new names as a sign of the covenant, and we 
too get new identities in baptism, as we put on Christ. 

* = Please Stand 
 
Prelude   Remind Me Who I Am 
 Come, Now Is the Time to Worship  
 
Welcome and AnnouncementsPastor Perry 
 
Welcome First Time Worshipers 
      
*Opening Song   Lead Me to the Cross 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
P.  Disciples of Jesus, as follow Jesus through these 40 days 

before Easter, we need God’s help to trust in the promises 
God made long ago. Sometimes it seems too long to wait, 
too hart to wait for God’s promises to be fulfilled. Some 
days it seems like there’s no point in going on. Let us take 
a few moments to consider how we lose heart and passion 
for following Jesus. 

 
(Silence for Reflection) 
 
C.  Faithful God, sometimes we lose heart because we 

don’t see signs of the healing and hope you have 
promised. Renew our hope because of Jesus’ 
faithfulness to you. Help us to follow his example. 
Amen. 

P.  Because Jesus was faithful even to death on a cross, we 
are raised with him to new life! The Holy Spirit gives us 
the strength when we are weary to follow Jesus and be 
passionate about serving God and neighbor, in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 

 
*The Sharing of the Peace 
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*Prayer of the Day  
P. Let us pray. 
C. O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made 

an instrument of shameful death to be for us the means 
of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that 
we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  Amen. 

  
 A Reading from Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
 
1-2 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, G  showed up and 
said to him, “I am The Strong God, live entirely before me, live to 
the hilt! I’ll make a covenant between us and I’ll give you a huge 
family.”  
3-7 Overwhelmed, Abram fell flat on his face. Then God said to 
him, “This is my covenant with you: You’ll be the father of many 
nations. Your name will no longer be Abram, but Abraham, 
meaning that ‘I’m making you the father of many nations.’ I’ll 
make you a father of fathers—I’ll make nations from you, kings 
will issue from you. I’m establishing my covenant between me 
and you, a covenant that includes your descendants, a covenant 
that goes on and on and on, a covenant that commits me to be 
your God and the God of your descendants.  
15-16 God continued speaking to Abraham, “And Sarai your wife: 
Don’t call her Sarai any longer; call her Sarah. I’ll bless her—yes! 
I’ll give you a son by her! Oh, how I’ll bless her! Nations will 
come from her; kings of nations will come from her.” 
 
  Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
 
A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans 4:13-25 
 
13-15 That famous promise God gave Abraham—that he and his 
children would possess the earth—was not given because of 
something Abraham did or would do. It was based on God’s 
decision to put everything together for him, which Abraham then 
entered when he believed. If those who get what God gives them 
only get it by doing everything they are told to do and filling out 
all the right forms properly signed, that eliminates personal trust 
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completely and turns the promise into an ironclad contract! 
That’s not a holy promise; that’s a business deal. A contract 
drawn up by a hard-nosed lawyer and with plenty of fine print 
only makes sure that you will never be able to collect. But if there 
is no contract in the first place, simply a promise—and God’s 
promise at that—you can’t break it.  
16 This is why the fulfillment of God’s promise depends entirely 
on trusting God and his way, and then simply embracing him and 
what he does. God’s promise arrives as pure gift. That’s the only 
way everyone can be sure to get in on it, those who keep the 
religious traditions and those who have never heard of them. For 
Abraham is father of us all. He is not our racial father—that’s 
reading the story backward. He is our faith father. 
17-18 We call Abraham “father” not because he got God’s attention 
by living like a saint, but because God made something out of 
Abraham when he was a nobody. Isn’t that what we’ve always 
read in Scripture, God saying to Abraham, “I set you up as father 
of many peoples”? Abraham was first named “father” and then 
became a father because he dared to trust God to do what only 
God could do: raise the dead to life, with a word make something 
out of nothing. When everything was hopeless, Abraham believed 
anyway, deciding to live not on the basis of what he saw he 
couldn’t do but on what God said he would do. And so he was 
made father of a multitude of peoples. God himself said to him, 
“You’re going to have a big family, Abraham!”  
19-25 Abraham didn’t focus on his own impotence and say, “It’s 
hopeless. This hundred-year-old body could never father a child.” 
Nor did he survey Sarah’s decades of infertility and give up. He 
didn’t tiptoe around God’s promise asking cautiously skeptical 
questions. He plunged into the promise and came up strong, ready 
for God, sure that God would make good on what he had said. 
That’s why it is said, “Abraham was declared fit before God by 
trusting God to set him right.” But it’s not just Abraham; it’s also 
us! The same thing gets said about us when we embrace and 
believe the One who brought Jesus to life when the conditions 
were equally hopeless. The sacrificed Jesus made us fit for God, 
set us right with God. 
 
 Reader: The Word of the Lord 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
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The Holy Gospel According to Mark 8:31-38 
 
30-32 Jesus warned them to keep it quiet, not to breathe a word of it 
to anyone. He then began explaining things to them: “It is 
necessary that the Son of Man proceed to an ordeal of suffering, 
be tried and found guilty by the elders, high priests, and religion 
scholars, be killed, and after three days rise up alive.” He said this 
simply and clearly so they couldn’t miss it. 
32-33 But Peter grabbed him in protest. Turning and seeing his 
disciples wavering, wondering what to believe, Jesus confronted 
Peter. “Peter, get out of my way! Satan, get lost! You have no 
idea how God works.” 
34-37 Calling the crowd to join his disciples, he said, “Anyone who 
intends to come with me has to let me lead. You’re not in the 
driver’s seat; I am. Don’t run from suffering; embrace it. Follow 
me and I’ll show you how. Self-help is no help at all. Self-
sacrifice is the way, my way, to saving yourself, your true self. 
What good would it do to get everything you want and lose you, 
the real you? What could you ever trade your soul for?  
38 “If any of you are embarrassed over me and the way I’m 
leading you when you get around your fickle and unfocused 
friends, know that you’ll be an even greater embarrassment to the 
Son of Man when he arrives in all the splendor of God, his Father, 
with an army of the holy angels.” 
 
   Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
 
Sermon Song  Grace Flows Down 
  
Sermon        All Predictable Pastor Perry 
 
The Apostles’ Creed   Page 105 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 

6  

 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
     
Prayers of the Church  
 Each petition ends...Lord, in your mercy, 
 Response:  Hear our prayer. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer   Page 145 
 
 Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread, 
 Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those 
  who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial 
  and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, 
  and the glory are yours, 
       now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Tithes and Offerings    Lamb of God  
  
*Offering Prayer 
                              
Prayer of Confidence in Christ  
 
My Lord Jesus, I believe that You are present in the sacrament of 
Holy Communion. I love You above all things, and I desire to 
receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive 
You sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart. Embrace me 
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and unite me wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated 
from You. Amen.  
 
*Blessing   
 
*Closing Song God Is Good 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace! Serve the Lord! Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

 
*********************** 

February 28, 2021 
*********************** 

Worship Leaders 
11:00 am 

 
   Pastor: Peter Perry 
 Streaming: Esther Perry 
 Sound: Shawn Brink 
 Altar Care: Barb Kapla 
 Lector: Mo Cooper-Wells 
 PowerPoint: Dave Beard 
 Band: Tracy Williams 
  Bill Cox 
  Garry Hudson 
  Suzanne Darby 
  Charlie Van 
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Remind Me Who I Am by Jason Grey, Capitol CMG Publishing, Essential 
Music Publishing LLC, Spirit Music Group, 2011 Centricity Music Publishing, 
Nothing is wasted music, so essential tunes, spirit Nashville three. Used by 
permission CCLI 1898459 
 
Come Now Is the Time to Worship by Brian Doerksen, ©1998 Vineyard 
Songs (UK/Eire)   (Vineyard Music UK).  Used by permission CCLI 1898459 
 
Lead Me to the Cross by Brooke Ligertwood, ©2006 Hillsong Music 
Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Used by permission CCLI 
1898459 
 
Grace Flows Down with Amazing Grace  Public Domain Words and Music  
©2000 Daybreak). Used by permission OneLicence.net #A-726946 
 
Lamb of God by Twila Paris, ©1985 Mountain Spring Music (Admin. by 
Capitol CMG Publishing) Straightway Music. Used by permission CCLI 
1898459 
 
God Is Good by Don Moen and Paul Overstreet. ©1995 Integrity's Hosanna! 
Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (IMI); Scarlet Moon Music, 
Inc.   (Admin. by Kobalt Music Publishing America, Inc.) Used by permission 
CCLI 1898459 
 

******************* 
Scripture taken from The Message by Eugene H. Peterson, copyright 2002. 
Used by permission of NavPress Publishing Group.  


