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Congratulations on your upcoming wedding! 

 

We are glad you have chosen to be married by a Christian pastor in the church.  You have asked 

for God’s blessing upon your marriage—and God’s love and forgiveness is the best foundation!  

Please carefully read the expectations, policies and instructions for a wedding at St. John’s. 

 

Expectations 

1. Worship with us at least three times before your wedding.  A wedding service is a worship 

service, and an expression of the church: this will help you experience our worship style 

and be a part of the congregation that can support your marriage. 

2. Meet with the pastor for a total of 4.5 hours. Typically, we will meet for three 1.5 hour 

sessions to get to know the pastor, discuss your relationship and Christian marriage, and 

plan the wedding service.  Outside of these sessions, you will read Gary Chapman’s book 

Five Love Languages or Walter Wangerin’s As For Me and My House for our discussion. 

3. Tithe of your total wedding cost.  The tithe is a Biblical way to put our money in perspective:  

by setting a goal of giving 10%, we commit spiritually 100% of our wedding service and 

marriage to God.  So, if your total wedding cost is $10,000, we recommend a donation of 

$1,000.  If $100, then $10 and so on. No one will ask you for an accounting: this is 

between you and God. 

 

The wedding of   and   will take  

 

place on   at  . 

 

 

We will / will not (circle one) be having a reception at St. John’s at  . 

 

I have read and agree to follow these expectations, policies and instructions in the attached book. 

 

Signed, 

  

 

  

 

 

Address:  

 

Phone:  

 

Date  

Celebrating God’s Love 

 Proclaiming the Good News of Jesus 

  Serving our Neighbors 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
7205 N 51

st
 Ave 

Glendale, AZ 85302 

623-931-2451 

www.stjchurchaz.org 

office@stjchurchaz.org 

http://www.stjchurchaz.org/
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Jesus said, 

 

“. . .from the beginning of creation,  

 ‘God made them male and female.’  

 ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother  

  and be joined to his wife, 

  and the two shall become one flesh.’ 

So they are no longer two but one flesh.  

 What therefore God has joined together,  

 let not man put asunder.” 
 Mark 10:6-9
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Policies & Instructions 

 

Important Contacts 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 623-931-2451 office@stjchurchaz.org 

Pastor Perry 623-734-2701 pastor@stjchurchaz.org 

Virginia Harmon, Organist 623-931-2451 office@stjchurchaz.org 

 

 

Steps for Planning your Wedding 

 

1. Answer Initial Questions ............................................................................... Page 4 

 

2. Meet with the Pastor .............................................................................................. 5 

 

3. Secure the Wedding License .................................................................................. 6 

 

4. Plan the Service ...................................................................................................... 7 

 Wedding Vows 8 

 Scripture Readings 9 

 Music 10 

 Holy Communion 11 

 

5. Attend to Other Details ........................................................................................ 12 

 Ushers 

 Service Bulletin 

 Decorations 

 Rehearsal 

 Alcohol 

 Smoking 

 Conduct of Guests 

 Photography & Videography 

 Sound 

 Seating 

 Reception 

 

Sample Bulletin ........................................................................................................ 15 
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1. Answer Initial Questions 

 
a) Date of the Wedding?  

b) Location of Wedding Service: St. John’s or off-site?  

If at St. John’s: (a) Will the service be in the Chapel (seats 50) or Sanctuary (150)?  

 (b) Do you want an organist or pianist to play?  

 (c) If in the Sanctuary, will it be necessary to have someone from the Sound 

Crew manage the sound system?  

c) Location of Reception: St. John’s or off-site?  

d) Approximate Number of People at Wedding Service?  

Bring your responses to these questions to your first meeting with the Pastor. 

 

Limitations on Scheduling a Wedding Service/Reception at St. John’s: 

(1) Weddings must be scheduled at minimum two months in advance in order to meet the 

above expectations. 

(2) Weddings may be scheduled on Saturdays but all activities (including cleanup) must be 

concluded before 5pm to accommodate the Saturday 5:30pm Worship service. 

(3) Weddings may be not be scheduled during Holy Week (the week before Easter beginning 

with Palm Sunday) 

(4) Weddings may be scheduled on Sundays only in exceptional situations. 

All scheduling is subject to the Pastor’s schedule. 

 

Normally the Pastor of St. John’s will officiate at your wedding. If you desire to have a clergy 

person from outside the congregation participate or officiate, you must consult with the Pastor. 
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2. Meet with the Pastor 
 

a) You should plan on an initial meeting with the pastor approximately two months before the 

wedding date. 

b) At your first meeting, you will spend some time getting to know the Pastor and the Pastor 

getting to know you. The Pastor will ask questions such as how you met, when you first 

knew you were in love, how you decided to get married, and what being married means to 

you. The Pastor will share how Christians understand marriage. You will pray together and 

ask for God’s guidance and blessing on the preparations for your wedding. 

c) The Pastor will give you a book to read and discuss together. It is very important that the two 

of you make time to read the book and discuss with each other the insights and issues it 

raises. 

d) In general you will meet 1 ½ hrs per meeting. At the second session, the Pastor will ask you 

to share the insights you gained from reading the book. 

e) At the third session, you will plan the wedding service. Bring any relevant decisions (e.g. 

scripture readings, music selections, special elements) to this meeting. See section 4 below 

“Planning the Service.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ: 

 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as to the Lord. . . .  

 Husbands, love your wives,  

   as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, . . .  

  Even so husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. 

  He who loves his wife loves himself. 

   Ephesians 5:21-28 
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3. Secure a Wedding License 
 

a) If you are both 18 years or older, you can get a marriage license. 

b) If you are under 18, you must either have a notarized parental consent form or have your 

parents accompany you, present the proper identification, and sign the parental consent form 

in front of the clerk issuing your license.  

c) Fee. As of Aug 2017, the fee for a marriage license is $78 payable by money order only.  

d) A copy of a divorce decree is not required. No blood test is required. You will be required to 

provide a government issued photo I.D. such as a driver's license to show proof of age and 

confirm identity. An unused marriage license expires one year from the date of purchase. 

Both parties must be present to obtain a marriage license. 

 

For further information, you may call (602)372-5375. The closest places to obtain a marriage 

license are: 

 

Maryvale Justice Court 

10420 W. Van Buren St. Avondale, AZ 85323 

Hours: 9am - 4:00pm Mon.-Fri. 

602-372-8002 

 

Northwest Regional Court Center 

14264 West Tierra Buena Lane, Surprise, AZ 85374 

Hours: 8am - 5pm / Mon. - Fri. 

 (602)37-CLERK, or (602)372-5375 

 

Customer Service Center 

601 W. Jackson, Phoenix, Arizona 

Hours: 8am - 5pm / Mon. - Fri. 

 (602)37-CLERK, or (602)372-5375 

 

The marriage license is valid for one year and can only be used within the State of Arizona. 
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4. Plan the Service 
 

As you meet with the Pastor to plan your Wedding Service, you are encouraged to bring ideas 

about ways to personalize the worship service. As a worship service, the center is the Word of 

God, which comes to us through Holy Scripture and Preaching. As a wedding service, the 

vows—promises of lifelong love and commitment—are the other focus. Although there is a 

traditional order of service, everything else is meant to focus on these two elements: God’s 

Word and the Vows. 

 

The Order of Marriage in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship allows for a variety of options. In 

general, the traditional order of service is as follows (the only required elements are in bold. 

Everything else may be modified.) 

 

Processional 

Greeting 

Prayer 

Hymn/Solo 

Scripture Readings 

Vows of Intention 

Presentation of the Bride 

Pastor’s Message 

Vows 

Blessing & Exchange of Rings 

Proclamation 

Hymn/Solo 

Unity Candle (or other symbol of unity) 

Blessing 

Prayers 

Lord’s Prayer 

Holy Communion (only if available to all present) 

Hymn/Solo 

Kiss 

Introduction of Newlyweds 

Benediction 

Recessional 
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Wedding Vows 

 

You are welcome to write your own vows, as long as the vows express: 

(1) A total commitment: mentally, physically, spiritually, financially—everything is 

committed to this relationship, nothing held back. The traditional vows express this by 

saying “for better and for worse, for richer and for poorer, in sickness and in health...” 

(2) A timeless commitment. The purpose of the vow is to establish a strong wall against the 

uncertainties of time. Even though everything else may change, this promise can be 

counted on. The traditional vows express this by saying, “from this day forward...until 

death us do part.” 

(3) Faith in God. This is not just pious talk—we must trust the God who loved both of you 

enough to send Jesus to live and die and be raised. In Jesus, we learn how God is 

forgiving, how God makes us new. We need God to help us get through the tough times, 

to help us forgive each other and grow into the people God wants us to be. Faith in God 

will help you face the tragedies of life in confidence of God’s eternal care. The traditional 

vows express this by saying, “according to God’s holy ordinance...” 

(4) Forgiveness. This also is indicated in the traditional “according to God’s holy 

ordinance.” Part of how God “orders” Christian marriage is by forgiving us of our sins, 

which empowers us to forgive each other.  No marriage can survive without forgiveness! 

Forgiveness is not forgetting, or saying “Oh, that’s all right.” Christians understand 

forgiveness modeled on what God did through Jesus: God was injured by our sin. God 

gave up vengeance and became flesh in Jesus to forgive. Through Jesus, God told us we 

sinned. God gave us gifts: salvation and eternal life. When my spouse hurts me I follow 

this Jesus-pattern: (1) I give up my right for revenge and punishment, (2) I give notice of 

the way I was hurt and (3) I give gifts (emotional and maybe tangible) to show I truly 

have forgiven.
1
 

 

The traditional vows are  

I,   take you,   / to be my wedded wife / to have and to hold / from this day forward / for 

better and for worse / for richer and for poorer / in sickness and in health / to love and to cherish 

/ until death us do part / according to God's holy ordinance / and thereto I pledge you / my love 

and faithfulness. 
 

I,   take you,   / to be my wedded husband/ to have and to hold / from this day forward / 

for better and for worse / for richer and for poorer / in sickness and in health / to love and to 

cherish / until death us do part / according to God's holy ordinance / and thereto I pledge you / 

my love and faithfulness. 

 

Please discuss further with the Pastor if you would like to use different vows. 

 

                                                 
1
 This discussion of the wedding vows is adapted from Walter Wangerin’s As For Me and My House (Nashville: 

Thomas Nelson, 1990), 22-25. 
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Scripture Readings 

 

The primary focus of the wedding (as all worship services) is hearing God’s Word. You are 

encouraged to select passages from Scripture that are consistent with the themes you want to 

emphasize. One or more readings are appropriate. You may wish to choose a psalm to be sung 

either by a soloist or the congregation. 

 

Who will read? Members of your family or wedding party may serve as readers of the 

Scriptures you select. You will discuss Scripture passages at your third meeting with the Pastor. 

The following are suggestions you may want to consider. (You may use parts of the readings as 

well.) 

 

Psalm 33 

Psalm 100 

Psalm 117 

Psalm 127 

Psalm 128 

Psalm 136 

Psalm 150 

Genesis 1:26-31 

Genesis 2:18-24 

Song of Solomon 2:10-13 

Song of Solomon 8:7 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-11 

Isaiah 63:7-9 

Romans 12:1-2 

1 Corinthians 12:31-13:31 

Ephesians 5:21-33 

Philippians 4:4-7 

1 John 4:7-12 

Matthew 19:4-6 

John 2:1-10 

John 15:9-12 
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Music 

 

Music will be discussed during the third meeting with the Pastor. The Director of Music is 

available to help you select music appropriate to the wedding service and will offer suggestions 

regarding vocalists and instrumentalists. Family members and friends may also offer music, 

instrumental or vocal. Adequate time must be given (minimum of two weeks) for musicians to 

prepare for the service. 

 

Music should be appropriate to a worship service where God and God’s promises are the primary 

focus. Questions to ask include: 

 What is message intended for the congregation gathered for your wedding? 

 Does the arrangement and text of the music praise God or tell of God’s promises? 

 Is it based on or reflect a scriptural theme? 

 Is it appropriate to use in a regular service of worship? 

 Is the music within the ability of the musician to play or sing with confidence? 

All music is subject to the approval of the Pastor. 

 

 

Congregational Hymns 

 

A wedding is a worship service in which a congregation is gathered—your invited guests! They 

are participants in the service, not an audience or spectators. One way to emphasize their 

participation in the service and their active support for your marriage is to sing hymns. The 

following are suggested hymns (ELW is the cranberry colored Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

hymnal): 

 

Beloved, God’s Chosen ELW 648 

Children of the Heavenly Father ELW 781 

Come, my way, my truth, my life ELW 816 

Go, My Children, with My Blessing ELW 543 

Hear Us Now, Our God and Father ELW 585 

Jesus, come! For we invite you ELW 312 

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee ELW 836 

Let All Things Now Living ELW 881 

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling ELW 631 

Now Thank We All Our God ELW 839, 840 

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright ELW 308 

Praise and Thanksgiving ELW 689 

Soul, Adorn Yourself With Gladness ELW 488, 489 

This Is a Day, Lord, Gladly Awaited ELW 586 
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Music for Processional and Recessional 

 

The following are traditional selections for processing into the worship space and recessing out 

of the worship space. Most of these can be heard as samples on the internet. 

 

Processional 

“Aire” from Water Music, Handel 

Canon in D, Pachabel 

Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring, Bach 

Bridal March, Wagner 

Trumpet Voluntary, Purcell 

One Hand, One Heart, Bernstein 

 

Recessional 

Trumpet Voluntary, Purcell 

Trumpet Tune, Purcell 

Wedding March, Mendelssohn 

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee, ELW 836 

 

Solos 

Wedding Song (There is Love), Stuckey 

One Hand, One Heart, Bernstein 

With These Hands, Silver 

Friends for Life, Omartian 

Whither Thou Goest, Cassler 

Wedding Prayer, Dunlap 

Calm as the Night, Bohm 

Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring, Bach 

My Heart Ever Faithful, Bach 

The Lord’s Prayer, Malotte 

 

 

Holy Communion 

 

It is appropriate to celebrate Holy Communion at a wedding if it will be offered to all baptized 

Christians who believe in Christ’s presence in the bread and wine. Through Christ’s body and 

blood, God forgives sin and gives everlasting life and salvation—a foundation for the married 

life within Christian community. Since it is the meal of the Christian community, it is not 

appropriate for only the bride and groom or wedding party to receive. Also, it may not be 

appropriate if a large percentage of the congregation will not be receiving.
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5. Other Planning Details 
 

Ushers 

The purpose of ushers is to provide hospitality and guidance to people who come to the service. 

This includes distributing the service bulletin and seating guests, but also directing people to 

bathrooms or other required assistance (such as wheelchairs), including seating late guests. A 

minimum of one usher per 75 guests is necessary. Groomsmen may serve as ushers—and it’s a 

great role for that special friend you may want to include. 

 

Service Bulletin 

It is not necessary to have a service bulletin, but it does encourage participation by the 

congregation gathered to celebrate your wedding. Please see the sample service bulletin at the 

end of this document as an example. Other layouts are possible; you will discuss this further with 

the Pastor in your third meeting. Unless special arrangements are made, the printing and folding 

of the service folder is your responsibility. 

 

Decorations 

Decorations (flowers, bows, runners, candles) are not necessary for a wedding (only God’s Word 

and vows of lifelong love and faithfulness!) but, if desired, must be provided by you. The 

church’s altar candles will be lit before the service. If you decide  to use additional candles (e.g. 

unity candle), please look for dripless candles to protect the altar furnishings and the carpet or 

provide a clear plastic sheet to go under the candles.  

 

Rehearsal 

The purpose of a rehearsal is to practice movement in the service and communicate about what 

to expect at the service in order to increase confidence and reduce anxiety. Typically, a rehearsal 

is held one or two evenings before the day of the ceremony. Who should be present: the bride, 

groom, bridesmaids, groomsmen, ushers, flower-girls, ring-bearers, parents of the bride and 

groom, readers, soloists and special musicians. If everyone arrives on time, the rehearsal should 

take no longer than an hour. Please bring the Marriage License to the Rehearsal and give to the 

Pastor at this time. Let the Pastor know who will be holding the rings at the ceremony. 

 

Alcohol & Drugs 

The use of alcoholic beverages is not permitted on the church premises (buildings or parking lot). 

Persons under the influence of or possession of alcohol or other controlled substances will not be 

permitted to participate in the wedding. 

 

Smoking 

Smoking is prohibited in St John’s buildings. There are ashtrays available around the courtyard. 
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Conduct of Guests 

The Pastor reserves the right to halt the ceremony if a member of the wedding party or a guest is 

behaving in an inappropriate manner. 

 

Photography & Videography 

Flash photography may be used before the opening prayer (for example, while the wedding party 

and bride is walking down the aisle) and after the introduction (for example, during the first 

kiss). No flash photography is allowed during the service. 

 

Any photographers or videographers must not move during prayers, readings, or the meditation. 

Movement should be restricted to music or when members of the wedding party are moving. 

 

It is your responsibility to communicate these policies to the photographer and/or videographer. 

 

Sound 

Microphones will be available for readers, soloists and the Pastor in the sanctuary (not the 

chapel). There may be an additional fee for a technician to operate the sound. 

 

Seating 

The Sanctuary at St. John’s can normally seat 150 people (maximum setup is for 200) for a 

service. The Chapel normally can seat 50 people (maximum 75) for a service and be converted 

into a reception hall seating 75 people. 

 

A reception may be held outside in the courtyard, weather permitting. 

 

Reception 

If you would like to have a reception at St. John’s, St. John’s will provide space, chairs, and 

tables. You are responsible for setting up tables and chairs in your desired arrangement. You 

must provide all food and drink plus plates, cutlery, etc. for your guests. You also should plan on 

providing servers for any food and drink. You are responsible for pick-up and cleanup of the 

hall, removing all decorations and leftover food at the end of the event (We recommend 

assigning these roles to others well before the service). Trash should be deposited in the 

dumpster in the parking lot and new trash bags put in each receptacle. At the third meeting with 

the Pastor, please bring a check payable to St. John’s for $200 as a cleaning deposit. This check 

will be returned to you undeposited if the space has been returned to its original condition. 
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Two are better than one,  

 because they have a good reward for their toil.  

For if they fall,  

 one will lift up the other;  

 

but woe to one who is alone  

 and falls  

  and does not have another to help.  

 

Again, if two lie together, 

 they keep warm;  

 

but how can one keep warm alone?  

 

And though one might prevail against another,  

 two will withstand one.  

  A threefold cord is not quickly broken. 
Ecclesiastes 4:9 -11  

 



St. John’s Lutheran Church, Glendale, AZ Approved May 2012/ Updated Aug 2017 15 

The Wedding Service of 

Joyce McIntosh and Peter Ekholm 

 

Procession Hymne Vangelis 

 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen. 

 

Prayer 
Eternal God, Father of humankind, as you gladdened the wedding at Cana in 

Galilee by the presence of your Son, so by His presence now make the occasion 

of this wedding one of rejoicing. In your favor look upon Peter and Joyce about 

to be joined in marriage, and grant that they, rejoicing in all your gifts, may at 

length celebrate with Christ the Bridegroom, the marriage feast which has no 

end. Amen. 

 

Word of God 
Ecclesiastes 4:9-11  Two are better than one, because they have a good reward 

for their toil. For if they fall, one will lift up the other; but woe to one who is 

alone and falls and does not have another to help. Again, if two lie together, they 

keep warm; but how can one keep warm alone? And though one might prevail 

against another, two will withstand one. A threefold cord is not quickly broken. 
 

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful 

or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or 

resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all 

things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
 

Matthew 19:4-6 He answered, “Have you not read that the one who made them 

at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’  and said, ‘For this reason a man 

shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall 

become one flesh’? So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what 

God has joined together, let no one separate.” 

 

Vows of Intention 
Peter, will you have this woman to be your wedded wife, to live together after 

God's ordinance in the holy estate of Matrimony? Will you love her, comfort 

her, honor and keep her in sickness and in health, and, forsaking all others, keep 

you only unto her, so long as you both shall live? If so, please answer, ‘I will.’ 
 

Joyce, will you have this man to be your wedded husband, to live together after 

God's ordinance in the holy estate of Matrimony? Will you love him, comfort 

him, honor and keep him in sickness and in health, and, forsaking all others, 

keep you only unto him, so long as you both shall live? If so, please answer, ‘I 

will.’ 

 

Presentation of the Bride 

 

Meditation 

 

Vows 
I, Peter take you, Joyce / to be my wedded wife / to have and to hold / from this 

day forward / for better and for worse / for richer and for poorer / in sickness 

and in health / to love and to cherish / until death us do part / according to God's 

holy ordinance / and thereto I pledge you / my love and faithfulness. 
 

I, Joyce take you, Peter / to be my wedded husband/ to have and to hold / from 

this day forward / for better and for worse / for richer and for poorer / in 

sickness and in health / to love and to cherish / until death us do part / according 

to God's holy ordinance / and thereto I pledge you / my love and faithfulness. 

 

Exchange of Rings 
Peter, as you place this ring on Joyce’s ring finger please repeat after me, 

‘Receive this ring/ as a symbol/ of my love and faithfulness.’ 
 

Joyce, as you place this ring on Peter’s ring finger please repeat after me, 

‘Receive this ring/ as a symbol/ of my love and faithfulness.’ 

 

Proclamation 
Forasmuch as Peter and Joyce have pledged their love to one another, and have 

declared the same before God and in the presence of their families and friends, I 

pronounce them husband and wife: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
Now may the Lord God, who created our first parents and blessed their love, 

sanctify and bless you, that you may please Him both in body and soul, and live 

together in holy love until life's end. Amen. 
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Unity Candle 
The two candles represent Peter and Joyce’s lives. Together they light a new 

candle, their married life together in Christ. 

 

Prayers 
Almighty and most merciful God, who has now united this man and this woman 

in the holy estate of Matrimony: Grant them grace to live therein according to 

your holy Word; strengthen them in constant faith and true affection toward 

each other; sustain and defend them amidst all trials and temptations; and help 

them so to pass through this world in faith toward you, in communion with your 

holy Church, and loving service one of the other, that they may enjoy forever 

your heavenly benediction; through Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 

 

Kiss 

 

Introduction 
I now present to you Mr and Mrs Ekholm! 

 

Benediction 

 

Recessional 

 

* * * 

 Musician Gerald Johnson 

 Pastor Rev. Peter S. Perry 
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