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In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine 
purposes. When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the 
emperor what belongs to him and to God what belongs to God. To gather for 
worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to God rather than to any 
earthly authority. Created in the image of God, we offer our entire selves in the 
service of God and for the sake of the world. 

* = Please Stand 
 
Prelude We Believe 
 Grace Flows Down 
 
Welcome and Announcements  Pastor Perry 
 
Welcome First Time Worshipers 
      
*Opening Song Mighty to Save 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness   
 
P. The Holy Spirit guides us to give our ultimate allegiance 

to God alone.  Leaders and powers in the world will 
demand money and time and energy, and we struggle to 
live with them without worshipping their influence and 
abilities.  Let’s take a minute to consider the ways we fear, 
love, and trust other people or powers more than God. 

 
(Silence for Reflection) 
 
C. God, sometimes we fear, love, and trust people and 

powers more than you.  Free us for Jesus’ sake and 
help us to have ultimate allegiance only to you.  In 
Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
P. By the death and resurrection of Jesus, God sets us free 

from every other power that would claim us.  By the Holy 
Spirit, we are able to keep our ultimate loyalty to God 
alone while being faithful to others in this life.  Amen! 

 
*The Sharing of the Peace 
 



 3 

 
*Prayer of the Day  
P. Let us pray. 
C. Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by 

you, let us live in your image; created for you, let us act for 
your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah 45:1-7 
 
1-7 G ’s Message to his anointed, 
    to Cyrus, whom he took by the hand 
To give the task of taming the nations, 
    of terrifying their kings— 
He gave him free rein, 
    no restrictions: 
“I’ll go ahead of you, 
    clearing and paving the road. 
I’ll break down bronze city gates, 
    smash padlocks, kick down barred entrances. 
I’ll lead you to buried treasures, 
    secret caches of valuables— 
Confirmations that it is, in fact, I, G , 
    the God of Israel, who calls you by your name. 
It’s because of my dear servant Jacob, 
    Israel my chosen, 
That I’ve singled you out, called you by name, 
    and given you this privileged work. 
    And you don’t even know me! 
I am G , the only God there is. 
    Besides me there are no real gods. 
I’m the one who armed you for this work, 
    though you don’t even know me, 
So that everyone, from east to west, will know 
    that I have no god-rivals. 
    I am G , the only God there is. 
I form light and create darkness, 
    I make harmonies and create discords. 
    I, G , do all these things. 
 
 Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
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A Reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 
I, Paul, together here with Silas and Timothy, send greetings to 
the church at Thessalonica, Christians assembled by God the 
Father and by the Master, Jesus Christ. God’s amazing grace be 
with you! God’s robust peace! 
2-5 Every time we think of you, we thank God for you. Day and 
night you’re in our prayers as we call to mind your work of faith, 
your labor of love, and your patience of hope in following our 
Master, Jesus Christ, before God our Father. It is clear to us, 
friends, that God not only loves you very much but also has put 
his hand on you for something special. When the Message we 
preached came to you, it wasn’t just words. Something happened 
in you. The Holy Spirit put steel in your convictions. 
5-6 You paid careful attention to the way we lived among you, and 
determined to live that way yourselves. In imitating us, you 
imitated the Master. Although great trouble accompanied the 
Word, you were able to take great joy from the Holy Spirit!—
taking the trouble with the joy, the joy with the trouble. 
7-10 Do you know that all over the provinces of both Macedonia 
and Achaia believers look up to you? The word has gotten around. 
Your lives are echoing the Master’s Word, not only in the 
provinces but all over the place. The news of your faith in God is 
out. We don’t even have to say anything anymore—you’re the 
message! People come up and tell us how you received us with 
open arms, how you deserted the dead idols of your old life so you 
could embrace and serve God, the true God. They marvel at how 
expectantly you await the arrival of his Son, whom he raised from 
the dead—Jesus, who rescued us from certain doom. 
 
 Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
 
The Holy Gospel According to Matthew 22:15-22 
 
15-17 That’s when the Pharisees plotted a way to trap him into 
saying something damaging. They sent their disciples, with a few 
of Herod’s followers mixed in, to ask, “Teacher, we know you 
have integrity, teach the way of God accurately, are indifferent to 
popular opinion, and don’t pander to your students. So tell us 
honestly: Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 
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18-19 Jesus knew they were up to no good. He said, “Why are you 
playing these games with me? Why are you trying to trap me? Do 
you have a coin? Let me see it.” They handed him a silver piece. 
20 “This engraving—who does it look like? And whose name is on 
it?” 
21 They said, “Caesar.” 
“Then give Caesar what is his, and give God what is his.” 
22 The Pharisees were speechless. They went off shaking their 
heads. 
 
   Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
 
Sermon Song You Have Shown Us 
 
Sermon     Partiality Towards No One  Pastor Perry 
 
Apostles’ Creed  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of the Church  
 Each petition ends...Lord, in your mercy, 
 Response:  Hear our prayer. 
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*The Lord’s Prayer  
 
 Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread, 
 Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those 
  who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial 
  and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, 
  and the glory are yours, 
       now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Tithes and Offerings     You Say 
 
*Offering Prayer 
                              
*Blessing   
 
*Closing Song You’ll Come 
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October 18, 2020 

*********************** 
Worship Leaders 

11:00 am 
 

   Pastor: Peter Perry 
 Streaming: Jace Graber  
 Sound: Gene Phillips 
 Ushers: Ron Helvig  
  Dave Mocko 
 Lector: Dennis Luebkin 
 PowerPoint: Dave Beard  
 Band: Tracy Williams 
  Bill Cox 
  Garry Hudson 
  Suzanne Darby 
  Charlie Van 
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We Believe by the Newsboys. ©2013 Sparrow Records). Used by 
permission CCLI 1898459 
  
Grace Flows Down with Amazing Grace Public Domain Words and 
Music-©2000 Daybreak). Used by permission OneLicence.net #A-
726946 
 
Mighty to Save by Ben Fielding, Reuben Morgan, ©2006 Hillsong 
Music Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing). Used by 
permission CCLI 1898459 
 
You Have Shown Us, Chris Tomlin—Copyrights 2008 GloWorks 
Limited for CompassionArt (Registered with the UK Charity 
Commission number 1124708) (Admin. by Compassionart) 
Administrators Compassionart Used by permission CCLI 1898459 
 
You Say Songwriters: Paul Mabury / Lauren Ashley Daigle / Jason 
Ingram. You Say lyrics © Sony/ATV Music Publishing LLC. Used by 
permission CCLI 1898459 
 
You’ll Come  by Brook Frazer.©2007 Hillsong Music Publishing 
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Used by permission CCLI 
1898459 
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Scripture taken from The Message, by Eugene H. Peterson, copyright 
2002. Used by permission of NavPress Publishing Group. 


