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Prayer of Confidence in Christ (For those at home) 
 
My Lord Jesus, I believe that You are present in the sacrament of 
Holy Communion. I love You above all things, and I desire to 
receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive 
You sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart. Embrace me 
and unite me wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated 
from You. Amen.  
 
Distribution   My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less ELW #597 
 
*Prayer After Communion  
 
*Closing Hymn  All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! ELW #634 
   vv. 1-3 
 
Go in peace! Serve the Lord! Thanks be to God 
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The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling 
ancient images of the tree of life. We'd expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus 
finds the power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It's not the 
way we expect divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross 
around which we gather, the tree into which we are grafted through baptism, 
the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not 
appear all that impressive, but while nobody's looking it grows with a power 
beyond our understanding. 

* = Please Stand 
 

Prelude  Connie Parli 
 
Welcome and Announcements      Pastor Perry 
  
Welcome First Time Worshipers  
 
*Opening Hymn  Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
  ELW #886, vv. 1,2,4 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all 

our sins, whose mercy endures forever. 
C. Amen.  
  
P. Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C. Amen. 
 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P. Gracious God 
C. Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned 

from you and given ourselves into the power of sin.  
We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
things we have done and things we have failed to do.  
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life 
through Jesus  Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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P. God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were 

dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By 
grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with 
power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in 
your hearts through faith. 

C. Amen. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P. Let us pray. 
C. O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all 

the world. Graft us into yourself and nurture our 
growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those 
in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 

 
Scripture Readings  See Insert 
 
Sermon       In Christ, There Is a New Creation! Pastor Perry 
            
Apostles’ Creed   p. 105 
 
Prayers of the Church 
 Each petition ends...Lord, in your mercy, 
 Response:  hear our prayer. 
 
Offering  
You are welcome to place your offering in the plate in the back as 
you depart. 
 
Holy Communion 
All who are baptized and believe that Jesus is truly present in the 
bread are welcome to receive. You do not need to be a member of 
St. John’s. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer   Page 154 
 


