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St. John’s celebrates God’s love, 
Proclaims the Gospel and 
Serves our neighbors. 
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In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine 
purposes. When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the 
emperor what belongs to him and to God what belongs to God. To gather for 
worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to God rather than to any 
earthly authority. Created in the image of God, we offer our entire selves in the 
service of God and for the sake of the world. 

* = Please Stand 
 
Welcome and Announcements  Pastor Peter 
 
Welcome First Time Worshipers  
 
*Opening Hymn     All Are Welcome ELW #641 
  vs. 1,2,5 
1 Let us build a house where love can dwell 

and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 
 

Refrain 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 

 
2 Let us build a house where prophets speak,  

and words are strong and true, 
where all God's children dare to seek 
to dream God's reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness 
and as symbol of God's grace; 
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  Refrain 

 
5 Let us build a house where all are named, 

their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 
as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
prayers of faith and songs of grace, 
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:  Refrain 

 
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950. Text © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, 
IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. License 
#10794 -S  
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*Confession and Forgiveness  
P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all 

our sins, whose mercy endures forever. 
C. Amen.  
  
P. Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from whom no secrets are hid:  cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C. Amen. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P. Gracious God 
C. Have mercy on us.  We confess that we have turned 

from you and given ourselves into the power of sin.  
We are truly sorry and humbly repent.  In your 
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
things we have done and things we have failed to do.  
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life 
through Jesus  Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

P. God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were 
dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ.  By 
grace you have been saved.  In the name of + Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven.  Almighty God strengthen 
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may 
live in your hearts through faith. 

C. Amen. 
 
*The Sharing of the Peace 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P. Let us pray. 
C. Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. 

Created by you, let us live in your image; created for 
you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us 
give you what is yours, through your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah 45:1-7 
 
1Thus says the L  to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
 whose right hand I have grasped 
to subdue nations before him 
 and strip kings of their robes, 
to open doors before him— 
 and the gates shall not be closed: 
2I will go before you 
 and level the mountains, 
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 
 and cut through the bars of iron, 
3I will give you the treasures of darkness 
 and riches hidden in secret places, 
so that you may know that it is I, the L , 
 the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
4For the sake of my servant Jacob, 
 and Israel my chosen, 
I call you by your name, 
 I surname you, though you do not know me. 
5I am the L , and there is no other; 
 besides me there is no god. 
 I arm you, though you do not know me, 
6so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 
 and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 
 I am the L , and there is no other. 
7I form light and create darkness, 
 I make weal and create woe; 
 I the L  do all these things.  
 

R.  The Word of the Lord. 
C.  Thanks be to God. 
 

A Reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 
  To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ: 
  Grace to you and peace. 
  2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you 
in our prayers, constantly 3remembering before our God and 
Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of 
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hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers and sisters 
beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our message of 
the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in 
the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what 
kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6And 
you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of 
persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the believers in 
Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has sounded 
forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every 
place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no 
need to speak about it. 9For the people of those regions report 
about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you 
turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 10and to 
wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—
Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming.  
 

R.  The Word of the Lord. 
C.  Thanks be to God. 

 
The Holy Gospel According to Matthew 22:15-22 
 
15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he 
said. 16So they sent their disciples to him, along with the 
Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and 
teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show 
deference to no one; for you do not regard people with 
partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes 
to the emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, 
“Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me 
the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a 
denarius. 20Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose 
title?” 21They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, 
“Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, 
and to God the things that are God’s.” 22When they heard this, 
they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 

 
P.  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C.  Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon Hymn  Will You Let Me Be Your Servant ELW #659 
   vs. 1,4,5  
1 Will you let me be your servant, 

let me be as Christ to you? 
Pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant, too. 

 
4 I will weep when you are weeping; 

when you laugh I'll laugh with you. 
I will share your joy and sorrow 
till we've seen this journey through. 

 
5 Will you let me be your servant, 

let me be as Christ to you? 
Pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant, too. 

 
Text: Richard Gillard, b. 1953. Text © 1977 Scripture In Song (c/o Integrity's Hosanna Music) /
ASCAP, c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695. License # 10794-S 
 
Sermon     Partiality Towards No One  Pastor Perry 
 
The Apostles’ Creed   
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of the Church 

Each petition ends...Lord, in your mercy, 
Response:  hear our prayer. 

 
Holy Communion 
All who are baptized and believe that Jesus is truly present in the 
bread are welcome to receive. You do not need to be a member of 
St. John’s. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer   Page 145 
 
Distribution 
The Pastor will bring the bread to your seat. Please put one hand 
open upon another to receive and wait until indicated before 
removing your mask to eat the bread. 
 
*Closing Hymn   Go, My Children with My Blessing  ELW #543 
 
1 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 
 Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 
 In my love’s baptismal river 
 I have made you mine forever. 
 Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.” 
 
2 “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 
 Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 
 Here you heard my dear Son’s story, 
 here you touched him, saw his glory. 
 Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.” 
 
3 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 
 Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 
 Here my Spirit’s power filled you, 
 here my tender comfort stilled you. 
 Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.” 
 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.. Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. License #10794-S 
 
Offering & Dismissal 
You are welcome to place your offering in the plate in the back as 
you depart. 
 
Go in peace! Serve the Lord! Thanks be to God. 8  

 


