
   

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 

7205 N. 51st Ave., Glendale, Arizona 85301 
623-931-2451 

 www.stjchurchaz.org 
office@stjchurchaz.org  

St. John’s celebrates God’s love, 
Proclaims the Gospel and 
Serves our neighbors. 

Second Sunday of Advent 
Sunday, December 6, 2020 

11:00 am 
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John called people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder their 
lives so that nothing would get in the way of the Lord’s coming. The reading 
from Isaiah gives the context for this radical call: the assurance of forgiveness 
that encourages us to repent; the promise that the coming one will be gentle 
with the little ones. Isaiah calls us all to be heralds with John, to lift up our 
voices fearlessly and say, “See, your God is coming!” We say it to one another 
in worship, in order to say it with our lives in a world in need of justice and 
peace.  

* = Please Stand 
 
Prelude   Everlasting God 
 10,000 Reasons 
 
Welcome and Announcements       Pastor Perry 
 
Welcome First Time Worshipers 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 
*Opening Song Who Am I 

 
Who am I that the Lord of all the earth  

Would care to know my name  
Would care to feel my hurt 

Who am I that the bright and morning star 
Would choose to light the way for my ever  

wandering heart 
 

Chorus: 
Not because of who I am.. but because of what You’ve done 
Not because of what I’ve done.. but because of who You are 

I am, a flower quickly fading.. here today and  
gone tomorrow; A wave tossed in the ocean. a vapor in the wind 
Still you hear me when I’m calling.. Lord You catch me when 

I’m falling And You’ve told me who I am 
I am Yours; I am Yours 

 
Who am I.. That the eyes that see my sin 

Would look on me with love; Would watch me rise again 
Who am I.. That the Voice that calmed the sea 

Would call out through the rain and calm the storm in me. Chorus 
 

I am Yours.. I’m Yours 
 
Mark Hall.  ©2003 My Refuge Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Be Essential Songs 
(Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) Used by permission CCLI 1898459  
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*Confession and Forgiveness   
 
P. Disciples of Jesus, in the season of Advent we are learning 

how to wait. Many claim to bring us good news of quick 
fixes to our problems, easy answers. If we’re honest, 
we’re hungry for good news and easy answers! Let’s take 
some time to tell God about our hunger for some good 
news in this broken world. 

 
(Silence for Reflection) 
 
C. God, we find it hard to wait for the good things you 

promise. Sometimes we hunger for quick fixes and 
easy answers. We settle for less than you want for us. 
Forgive us and inspire us again, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
P.  By the power of Jesus’ death and resurrection, we are 

given hope! By the power of the Holy Spirit, we are able 
to wait for the good news of justice and peace that God 
promises when Jesus comes again. Amen. 

 
*The Sharing of the Peace 
 
*Prayer of the Day  
P. Let us pray. 
C. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of 

your only Son. By his coming strengthen us to serve 
you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah 40:1-11 
 
1-2 “Comfort, oh comfort my people,” 
    says your God. 
“Speak softly and tenderly to Jerusalem, 
    but also make it very clear 
That she has served her sentence, 
    that her sin is taken care of—forgiven! 
She’s been punished enough and more than enough, 
    and now it’s over and done with.” 
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3-5 Thunder in the desert! 
    “Prepare for G ’s arrival! 
Make the road straight and smooth, 
    a highway fit for our God. 
Fill in the valleys, 
    level off the hills, 
Smooth out the ruts, 
    clear out the rocks. 
Then G ’s bright glory will shine 
    and everyone will see it. 
    Yes. Just as G  has said.” 
6-8 A voice says, “Shout!” 
    I said, “What shall I shout?” 
“These people are nothing but grass, 
    their love fragile as wildflowers. 
The grass withers, the wildflowers fade, 
    if G  so much as puffs on them. 
    Aren’t these people just so much grass? 
True, the grass withers and the wildflowers fade, 
    but our God’s Word stands firm and forever.” 
9-11 Climb a high mountain, Zion. 
    You’re the preacher of good news. 
Raise your voice. Make it good and loud, Jerusalem. 
    You’re the preacher of good news. 
    Speak loud and clear. Don’t be timid! 
Tell the cities of Judah, 
    “Look! Your God!” 
Look at him! G , the Master, comes in power, 
    ready to go into action. 
He is going to pay back his enemies 
    and reward those who have loved him. 
Like a shepherd, he will care for his flock, 
gathering the lambs in his arms, 
Hugging them as he carries them, 
    leading the nursing ewes to good pasture. 
 
 Reader: The Word of the Lord 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
 



 5 

 
A Reading from the Second Letter of Peter 3:8-15 
 
8-9 Don’t overlook the obvious here, friends. With God, one day is 
as good as a thousand years, a thousand years as a day. God isn’t 
late with his promise as some measure lateness. He is restraining 
himself on account of you, holding back the End because he 
doesn’t want anyone lost. He’s giving everyone space and time to 
change. 
10 But when the Day of God’s Judgment does come, it will be 
unannounced, like a thief. The sky will collapse with a thunderous 
bang, everything disintegrating in a huge conflagration, earth and 
all its works exposed to the scrutiny of Judgment. 
11-13 Since everything here today might well be gone tomorrow, do 
you see how essential it is to live a holy life? Daily expect the 
Day of God, eager for its arrival. The galaxies will burn up and 
the elements melt down that day—but we’ll hardly notice. We’ll 
be looking the other way, ready for the promised new heavens 
and the promised new earth, all landscaped with righteousness. 
14, 15So, my dear friends, since this is what you have to look 
forward to, do your very best to be found living at your best, in 
purity and peace. Interpret our Master’s patient restraint for what 
it is: salvation. 
 
 Reader: The Word of the Lord 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark 1:1-8  
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
  2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  
 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way; 
 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight,’ ” 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people 
from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with 
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
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down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with 
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
 Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
 
Sermon Song   Remind Me Who I Am 
 
When I lose my way and I forget my name, Remind me who I am.  

In the mirror all I see is who I don’t wanna be,  
Remind me who I am. 

In the loneliest places, when I can’t remember what grace is. 
 

Chorus: 
Tell me once again who I am to you. Who I am to you. 

Tell me lest I forget who I am to you. That I belong to you.  
To you. 

 
When my heart is like a stone And I’m running far from home,  

Remind me who I am. 
When I can’t receive your love, afraid I’ll never be enough. 

Remind me who I am.  
If I’m your beloved, can you help me believe it. Chorus 

I’m the one you love; I’m the one you love 
That will be enough; I’m the one you love. Chorus X 2 

 
To you.  To you.  To you. 

 
Jason Grey, Capitol CMG Publishing, Essential Music Publishing LLC, Spirit Music Group, 2011 
Centricity Music Publishing, Nothing is wasted music, so essential tunes, spirit Nashville three. 
Used by permission CCLI 1898459 
  
Sermon     Comfort on a Hard Journey Pastor Perry 
 
The Apostles’ Creed   Page 105 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
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 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
   
Prayers of the Church  
 Each petition ends...Lord, in your mercy, 
 Response:  Hear our prayer. 
 
Holy Communion 
All who are baptized and believe that Jesus is truly present in the 
bread are welcome to receive. You do not need to be a member of 
St. John’s. 
 
Words of Institution 
 
The Lord’s Prayer   Page 145 
 
 Our Father in heaven, 
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, 
  your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread, 
 Forgive us our sins 
  as we forgive those 
  who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial 
  and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, 
  and the glory are yours, 
       now and forever.  Amen. 
 

8  

 
Distribution 
The Pastor will bring the bread to your seat. Please put one hand 
open upon another to receive and wait until indicated before 
removing your mask to eat the bread. 
 
Communion Song Come As You Are 

 
Come out of sadness From wherever you’ve been 

Come broken hearted Let rescue begin 
 

Come find your mercy Oh sinner come kneel 
Earth has no sorrow That heaven can’t heal 

 
Chorus: 

So lay down your burdens Lay down your shame 
All who are broken Lift up your face 

Oh wanderer come home You’re not too far 
Lay down your hurt Lay down your heart Come as you are 

 
There is hope for the hopeless And all those who’ve strayed 

Come sit at the table Come taste the grace 
 

There’s rest for the weary Rest that endures 
Earth has no sorrow That heaven can’t cure. Chorus 

 
Come as you are 

Fall in His arms.. Come as you are 
 

There’s joy for the morning Oh sinner be still 
Earth has no sorrow That heaven can’t heal 

Earth has no sorrow That heaven can’t heal. Chorus 
 

Come as you are 
 
Ben Glover, David Crowder, Matt Maher. ©2014 9t One Songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG 
Publishing); Ariose Music, Inot Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing); sixsteps Music); 
Thankyou Music; Valley Of Songs Music; worshiptogether.com songs. Used by permission CCLI 
1898459 
 
*Prayer after Communion 
 
*Blessing   
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*Closing Song Soon and Very Soon 
 

Soon and very soon ; We are going to see the King 
Soon and very soon ; We are going to see the King 
Soon and very soon ; We are going to see the King 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, We're going to see the king  

  
No more cryin’ there; We are going to see the King 
No more cryin’ there ; We are going to see the King 
No more cryin’ there ; We are going to see the King 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, We're going to see the king 

  
No more dyin’ there; We are going to see the King 
No more dyin’ there ; We are going to see the King 
No more dyin’ there ; We are going to see the King 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, We're going to see the king 

  
Should there be any rivers we must cross 

Should there be any mountains we must climb 
God will supply all the strength that we need 
Give us strength till we reach the other side. 

  
We have come from every nation,  

God knows each of us by name. 
  

Jesus took his blood and he washed my sins...  
he washed my sins away.  

  
Yet there are some of us  who have laid down our lives  

but we all shall meet again on the other side... 
  

Soon and very soon ; We are going to see the King 
Soon and very soon ; We are going to see the King 
Soon and very soon ; We are going to see the King 
Hallelujah, hallelujah, We're going to see the king 

  
Hallelujah, hallelujah, Hallelujah, hallelujah 

 
Andrae Crouch, ©1971 Bud John Songs, Inc.  (Admin. By Capitol CMG Publishing), Crouch 
Music Corp. Used by permission CCLI 1898459 
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Offering & Dismissal 

 
Go in peace! Serve the Lord! Thanks be to God. 
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December 6, 2020 
*********************** 

Worship Leaders 
11:00 am 

 
   Pastor: Peter Perry 
 Streaming: Kaleb Goslin 
 Sound: Zoey Goslin 
 Altar Care: Barb Kapla 
 Ushers: Norma Lesniakowski  
  Jean Gedney 
 Lector: Nancy Snell 
 PowerPoint: Dave Beard 
 Band: Tracy Williams 
  Bill Cox 
  Garry Hudson 
  Suzanne Darby 
  Charlie Van 
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