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St. John’s celebrates God’s love, 
Proclaims the Gospel and 
Serves our neighbors. 

Second Sunday of Easter 
Sunday, April 10, 2021 
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God promises Jeremiah that a "new covenant" will be made in the future: a 
covenant that will allow all the people to know God by heart. The church sees 
this promise fulfilled in Christ, who draws all people to himself when he is 
lifted up on the cross. Our baptismal covenant draws us to God's heart through 
Christ and draws God's light and truth into our hearts. We see God's heart 
most clearly in the way Jesus shares human suffering, in an agony both the 
John and Hebrews readings describe. 

* = Please Stand 
 
Welcome and Announcements  Pastor Perry 
 
Welcome First Time Worshipers  
 
*Opening Hymn    Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!  ELW #377 
  vv. 1,3,5 
1 Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 
 Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 
 Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever! 
 Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 
 
Refrain 
 Jesus is risen and we shall arise. 
 Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
 
3 Jesus the vine, we are the branches; 
 life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 
 heaven to earth, Christ to the people, 
 gift of the future now flowing to me.  Refrain 
 
5 City of God, Easter forever, 
 golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb, 
 river of life, saints and archangels, 
 sing with creation to God the I AM!  Refrain 
 
Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926. Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. License #10794-S 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness  
P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all 

our sins, whose mercy endures forever. 
C. Amen.  
P. Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
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Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C. Amen. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P. Gracious God 
C. Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned 

from you and given ourselves into the power of sin.  
We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
things we have done and things we have failed to do.  
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life 
through Jesus  Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

P. God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were 
dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By 
grace you have been saved.  In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with 
power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in 
your hearts through faith. 

C. Amen. 
 
*The Sharing of the Peace 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P. Let us pray. 
C. Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our 

Lord's resurrection. By the grace of Christ among us, 
enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all 
that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
A Reading from Acts 4:32-35 
 
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart 
and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any 
possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 
33With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them 
all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as 
owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of 
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what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 
distributed to each as any had need.  
 

R. The Word of the Lord. 
   C.  Thanks be to God. 

 
A Reading from the First Letter of John 1:1—2:2 
 
1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have 
heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at 
and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—2this 
life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare 
to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed 
to us—3we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that 
you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is 
with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing 
these things so that our joy may be complete. 
 5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to 
you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we 
say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in 
darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the 
light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all 
sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and 
just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make 
him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you 
may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice 
for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the 
whole world. 
 

 R.  The Word of the Lord. 
C.  Thanks be to God. 

 
The Gospel According to John 20:19-31 
 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and 
the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked 
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
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“Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 
Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If 
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was 
not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, 
“We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the 
mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas 
was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said 
to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 
God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have 
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come 
to believe.” 
 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are 
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in 
his name.  

 
P.  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C.  Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon Hymn Now the Green Blade Rises  ELW #379 
  vv. 1-3 
1 Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 
 wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
 love lives again, that with the dead has been; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 
2 In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain, 
 thinking that he would never wake again; 
 laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green. 
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3 Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 
 he that for three days in the grave had lain; 
 raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 
Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958. Text from Oxford Book of Carols © Oxford 
University Press 1928. All rights reserved.  License #  10794-S 
 
Sermon     The Resurrected Life    Pastor Perry     
 
The Apostles’ Creed   
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the Church 

Each petition ends...Lord, in your mercy, 
Response:  hear our prayer. 

 
Holy Communion 
All who are baptized and believe that Jesus is truly present in the 
bread are welcome to receive. You do not need to be a member of 
St. John’s. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer   Page 145 
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Prayer of Confidence in Christ (For those at home) 
 
My Lord Jesus, I believe that You are present in the sacrament of 
Holy Communion. I love You above all things, and I desire to 
receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive 
You sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart. Embrace me 
and unite me wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated 
from You. Amen.  
 
Communion Hymn  When Peace Like a River  ELW #785 
  vv. 1,3,4 
1 When peace like a river attendeth my way, 
 when sorrows like sea billows roll, 
 whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 
 it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
Refrain 
 It is well (it is well) 
 with my soul, (with my soul,) 
 it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
3 He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 
 my sin, not in part, but the whole, 
 is nailed to his cross and I bear it no more. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!  Refrain 
 
4 Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight, 
 the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
 the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 
 even so it is well with my soul.  Refrain 
 
Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888. License #10794-S 
 
*Benediction   
 
*Closing Hymn    Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia  ELW #364 
   vv. 1,4,5 
1 Christ has arisen, alleluia. 
 Rejoice and praise him, alleluia. 
 For our redeemer burst from the tomb, 
 even from death, dispelling its gloom. 
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Refrain 
 Let us sing praise to him with endless joy. 
 Death's fearful sting he has come to destroy. 
 Our sin forgiving, alleluia! 
 Jesus is living, alleluia! 
 
4 "Go spread the news: he's not in the grave. 
 He has arisen this world to save. 
 Jesus' redeeming labors are done. 
 Even the battle with sin is won."  Refrain 
 
5 Christ has arisen to set us free. 
 Alleluia, to him praises be. 
 Jesus is living! Let us all sing; 
 he reigns triumphant, heavenly king.  Refrain 
 
Text: Bernard Kyamanywa, b. 1938; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922. Swahili text © 1968 Lutheran 
Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress. English text © 1977 
Howard S. Olson, admin. Augsburg Fortress. License #  10794-S 
 
Offering & Dismissal 
You are welcome to place your offering in the plate in the back as 
you depart. 
 
Go in peace! Serve the Lord! Thanks be to God 
 

*********************** 
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